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Spring has returned... and so have the Canada Geese!

Spring in Muskoka is finally here! We are busy packing away our 
shovels while we think about enjoying a morning coffee on the 
dock, getting the boat in the water for the season, and sitting around 

a warm campfire. We take time to appreciate each season in Muskoka and 
appreciate the natural beauty; however, there is at least one thing many 
property owners in Muskoka aren’t looking forward to - and it’s not the 
mosquitoes! It’s Canada Geese.

In many cases, we welcome wildlife to visit our properties, but in 
many minds Canada Geese are certainly an exception. These birds were at 
one point considered extirpated from our region, but they are a recovery 
success story. Their populations have recovered so well, in fact, that we 
now consider them a nuisance species...especially on our shorelines.

Why are they a nuisance? Once Canada Geese have taken up residence 
on your property, they likely aren’t going anywhere! It is likely they have 
chosen your property because they have access to a plentiful food source 
(lots of green grass) and a place where they (and their young) can be 
safe from predators. They use this new home to lay their nests, and feed 
throughout the spring and summer seasons. It’s most important for them 
to find a safe place, because during this time, Canada Geese are moulting 
their primary flight feathers and are looking for easy access to the water. 
While they are living on our shorelines, eating all of our wonderful 
green grass, they will also be using our shoreline as their washroom...
approximately 28 times each day! Most of us are also not interested in 
spending time on our dock beside a Canada Goose. They can be very 
territorial and can also be quite aggressive. THAT is definitely a nuisance!

So what can we do? Many things have been tried to deter them from 
our shorelines...plastic predators, noise makers, lights, grass applications 
that taste badly, remote control boats, dead goose decoys, and we’ve even 
used our pets! All of these attempts seem to be effective...at first! However, 
Canada Geese are very smart birds, and they will eventually figure out that 
that coyote on your dock isn’t real, that the noise makers sound at the same 
time each day, and that our dogs won’t be on duty at all hours of the day.

So, what is the most sustainable way to deter geese from your property? 
Plants! And more specifically native plants! Each individual property is 
different, but we would generally recommend planting a shoreline garden 
that is anywhere from one to three metres in depth to create vegetative 
buffer; this will go a long way to protect you from unwanted shoreline 
guests. This buffer should contain a variety of native plants including 
shrubs, wildflowers, ferns, and trees. 

When creating this buffer, the idea is to create an illusion that, from 
the water, there is no tasty green grass for the geese to be attracted to. 
The other bonus, is you will be creating habitat for potential predators, 
and Canada Geese will not want to risk wading through vegetation that 
could have predators lurking! If the geese can’t see the grass, they won’t be 
tempted to make your shoreline their summer home. 

Naturalized shorelines have numerous benefits, and we would be 
pleased to offer you a free personalized shoreline assessment and give you 
suggestions and tips for bringing your property back to nature!

                      Muskoka Conservancy
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Renewal! As you read this mid-May, 
Spring will be in full swing, hopefully 
with much warmer temperatures calling 

us outdoors to enjoy all Muskoka has to offer. 
Of course those pesky black flies will surely be 
out on the hunt too, as it appears that this year’s 
conditions are perfect for breeding! Water levels 
should be down and approaching summer’s 
norm; it’s safe to get the boats in the water again.

Much is planned for this year for MLA Members. May 20th is one of the 
Big Days for the MLA and Members. Seedling Day, 2017 Yearbook launch 
and the all important Water Quality training are all banner events being 
held on Saturday, May 20th at the Port Carling Community Centre. Water 
Quality training starts at 8:30 am upstairs (refreshments provided). If you 
are thinking about becoming a Water Quality Volunteer, or are just curious 
about the work we do, attending this session would be a good way to “get 
your feet wet”, learn how we do what we do, and meet other volunteers. 
Seedling Day (pre-ordered native plants) and hot off the press Yearbooks 
become available at 9:00 am downstairs, as do donuts (and if we’re lucky, 
coffee). Come out and say “Hi”!

2017 is truly “renewal” time for the MLA itself: By July we expect to 
have a completely new Team serving Members, as our much loved, hugely 
capable and stalwart General Manager Lisa Noonan moves on. Lisa will be 
sorely missed by all of us, and we encourage you to drop her a note, or come 
by the office to say goodbye personally – and meet the new Team while 
you’re at it (Lisa’s replacement, a tough role to fill well, has not been chosen 
as I write this – but will soon be decided upon). Our new Administrative 
Assistant is Chelsea Callard, a Port Carling resident with a service, sales, 
graphics and social media background. Please give her a warm welcome 
when we see you on May 20th! Last, but not least, and starting early May, 
is our summer student and 2016 Bursary winner, Laiken Pratt, who will be 
elbows deep in the Water Quality program from the get go. Laiken attends 
Sir Sanford Fleming College in the Ecosystem Management Technology 
program.  Please welcome Laiken as well.

Apart from sourcing and hiring staff, your MLA Directors and 
Committee volunteers have been busy on your behalf. Hopefully everyone 
received and read the weekly Water Level Task 
Force emails (10 issued since the first week 
of March) which collectively we crafted to 
keep Members apprised of water level and ice 
conditions in our watershed. Despite relatively 
high water levels again this year, the wind 
blown ice damage from prior years was avoided, 
although a relatively rare damaging event (ice 
expansion) did cause damage to structures in the 
Windermere area in late March. The Task Force 
is hopeful the updates have been useful.

The Political and Land Use team spent 
the winter working with the District on the 
new Operating Plan, among other important 
initiatives. We’ve done our best to keep you 
informed about local political issues through the 
monthly NewsBites email publication. 

Communications and Membership, with the able assistance of Staff, 
have again produced a terrific Yearbook and the Community Programs 
Committee has the summer Aquatic and Sailing Regattas all mapped out. 

We look forward to your participation!
I’ll leave it to you to discover the tidbits 

and treasures of this edition of Shorelines. 
See you in Muskoka! 

NOTE: If you have not been receiving 
Newsbites, WLTF Updates or other MLA 
e-news, please make sure we have an up to date 
email address for at least one family member. 
Also, please ensure we are a “trusted sender” 
so our communications don’t end up in email 
limbo or trash unintentionally (recent changes 
to Gmail, for instance, have caused delivery 
issues for many).
    Bob Ensor - President

Renewal!MESSAGE
President’s
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After watching the extensive media coverage of the summer Olympics 
last summer, it is clear that sailing is a sport that is not well known. 
However, in Muskoka the passion for sailing is alive for all ages. 

Whether a sailor chooses a relaxing sunset sail or a blast across whitecap 
waves or takes on the challenge of a fleet competition, they are sure to 
thoroughly enjoy it.

Sailing continues to be a natural and healthy fit for Muskoka. The deep, 
clean waters and beautiful rock and pine landscapes of Muskoka continue 
to offer an attractive venue for sailors of all ages.  This is naturally an 
environmentally friendly sport. Sails capture the energy of the wind to 
propel the sailboats silently across the water. Sailing is a welcome member 

of the Muskoka lake community.  
The Muskoka Lakes Association plays a leadership role through the 

MLA Sailing Network to foster sailing through youth training programs 
and competitive regattas. Members of the network include the 8 active 
sailing schools in the area;  Beaumaris Yacht Club, Kettles Sailing Club, 
Lake of Bays Sailing Club, Lake Joseph Yacht Club, Muskoka Lakes Golf 
& Country Club, Sail Go Home Bay, South Muskoka Sailing Club, Sail 
Parry Sound as well as Bala Sailing Club.

Kids are introduced to sailing as young as 6 years old in a fun, summer 
day camp-like environment. However, unlike most summer camps, 
the teenage leaders are Sailing Instructors, trained and certified by Sail 
Canada to follow a standardized and proven practical and theory learning 
curriculum. Kids gain the life-long skill of safely navigating a sailboat, 
discover the thrill of sailboat racing and spark a passion that could continue 
for their whole life.

The youth sailing passion was on display at MLA regattas by both 
young and young-at-heart. On July 31st, 2016, 43 sailors ranging in age 
from 8 years old to 75 years old, gathered at the Muskoka Lakes Golf & 
Country Club for the annual multi-fleet MLA Sailing Regatta.

The MLA continues the history of inviting top sailors from the 
Ontario area to compete with local cottage racers on our beautiful lakes. 
Once a sailor discovers Muskoka they will never forget it. Previously 
the MLA hosted the Ontario Laser Master (35+ years of age) Sailing 
Championships and attracted accomplished racers who have competed 
at regattas all over around the world.  The sailing and hospitality of the 
event was such a success that MLA was asked to host a Canada-wide 
championship in the future.

Steve Phillips

Steve is often seen sailing his Laser on Lake Muskoka, a passion that 
started almost 40 years ago at a Muskoka sailing school. 
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REGATTA
M U S K O K A  L A K E S  A S S O C I A T I O N

www.mla.on.ca       #MLAregatta

S A T U R D A Y ,   A U G U S T  5 ,  2 0 1 7  

A Q U A T I C

N E W  F O R M A T  T H I S  Y E A R  -  9 : 3 0  A M  S T A R T  

Sailing in Muskoka 

http://www.mla.on.ca
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Canada is marking its 150th birthday this year as a whole made 
greater than the sum of its many parts. We’re provinces and 
territories divided into geological zones and ecosystems, divided 

again into municipalities and cultures and from there divided again into 
neighborhoods and little corners no one 
else knows about. We’re a massive set of 
Matryoshka dolls, nesting ever smaller 
features one inside the next. 

Open the doll that’s Muskoka, and 
you’ll find smaller features nesting inside 
each other. And that’s how we built the 
2017 MLA Yearbook, searching for the 
little favourite features that nest inside 
the larger thing we call Muskoka. 

Rather than focus on the big issues 
of the day, we sought out stories about 
the little nooks and crannies people 
that leap to mind when people 
think of their homes in Muskoka. 
(It turned out to be harder than we 

thought: many people are protective of their 
favourite haunts.) The stories will take you paddling down quiet, hidden 

inlets; to the 18th green of a golf course where who knows how many 
people have proposed marriage; to a rocky spit joining two islands where a 
young girl could ponder the imponderables of childhood. 

Sometimes we define that favourite place by giving it a unique name, 
and one feature traces the source of many of those names. You’ll find out 
how Yoho Island is connected to the Toronto Reference Library; why 
there is a Welsh double ‘l’ for every structure at one cottage; or how each 
generation of one family has changed the name of their inherited place. 

As always, the yearbook is scheduled for release and distribution by the 
May long weekend. Watch for it; enjoy the features; check your family’s 
listing in the directory; and look to see who’s won the trophies in the 
regattas and bonspiels.
                              John Challis - Yearbook Editor

Nooks & Crannies
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Nooks & Crannies

New Members
Please welcome the following as new members of the MLA!
From September 16, 2016 - April 30, 2017

ABELL Lorna & Ralph

ANNISON Gord & Sandy

APPLEBY Mark

BOND Bob

BRAITHWAITE Helen

BROPHY Joe & Lynne

CAMPBELL Nicole

CARTER CALLAGHAN James

CHARLES - DONALDSON Drew

COCKRILL & NEWMAN Michael & Tracy

COTTAGE

DONLEY Charles

FELL Mark & Dawn

FELL David & Donna

FELL Katie

FERA Brian

FISHER David

FLYNN John and Heather

FRENCH Barry & Gloria

FURIA Angela

GOTFRID David

GREEN David

HACHEY Amy

HAGGARTY Cathy

HUMBLE Tim

HUNTER AIKEN & AIKEN Sharon & George

JEWETT James

KEILHAUER Steve

LANG John

LEITNER David

LOVERING Ann

MALONEY Jim and Christine

MANNERHEIM Fredrik

MARSHALL Sharon

MARTIN Glen

MATTHEWS Donald

MCKENNA Kevin

MINNAAR Phil

MITCHELL Barry

MOAT Dennis

MOONEY Gary

MORRIS Sue

MORRISON LAKE RATEPAYER     

   ASSOCIATION

OPZOOMER Mark

P.O.S.H. ART FINE PEARLS

   Ian & Saousan McLay

PARISER Marc

PHIBBS Ian 

PITRE Mike

POOLEY Michael

ROBB / UUSITALO Rebekah & Mark

ROBERTS Paul

ROGERS Kathleen

ROSENTHAL George

RUSSELL Fay and Phillip

SCHEIRER Lloyd

SELBY Tom

Shantz Keith W and Sheila

SMITH Mark

TAYLOR Alison

TENNANT David and Deborah

TUSHINSKI Paul

VINCETT Peter & Darcy

WAINWRIGHT Jennifer & Ross

WATSON Bill

WELLNER Thomas

WISE Graham & Susan

WOOD Cecil

In March 2017 graduate students 
from the University of Guelph 
visited Muskoka to learn about the 

challenges of planning in cottage country 
with its emphasis on preservation of the 
environment. A discussion also took place 
on the challenges faced from increased 
activity and heavy use in Summer to 
closed retail and minimal population in 
the late Fall and Winter. The students 
visited the MLA offices in Port Carling 
as well as district planning offices in 
Bracebridge and Gravenhurst. They were 
very attentive with lots of questions, and 
were more or less prepared for the deep 
snow banks still lingering in Muskoka.  

A Lesson on Muskoka
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Every spring yellow “stuff” can be found floating in many of our local 
lakes, ponds and rivers. Some years there can be tremendous plumes of 
these greenish-yellow trails gathering along shorelines or concentrated 

in long bands in currents while other years it is hardly noticeable. Most years 
someone calls their local Ministry of Natural Resources or forestry company 
or other agency to inquire as to what this mysterious yellow foreign substance 
is. I have been told by some individuals that they have been going to their 
cottage for 40 years and have never seen this yellow material. However the 
source of this material is not really a mystery at all. It is completely natural 
and has been falling in our waterbodies for eons. Simply put, it is pine pollen, 
mainly pollen from white pine trees. 

I can only guess as to why some people have not noticed it before. 
Perhaps they are recently retired and normally did not visit their cottages 
at this time of year. Perhaps they simply missed being at the cottage at 
the right time during those heavy pollen years where the yellow floating 
on the water is most obvious. In any event, it is pine pollen and nothing 
more sinister than that. I do commiserate though with allergy sufferers 
during those heavy pollen years. I have walked through pine stands and 
have covered my mouth with my arm to avoid the clouds of yellow 
wafting through the air after a gust of wind. My boat shed is not entirely 
enclosed and every year I must wipe and vacuum the yellow pollen from 
every surface.

White pine or Pinus strobus is our provincial tree. It is valuable to us in 
so many ways. Its lumber is very workable making it valued for furniture-
making and details like soffits and fascia as well as board and batten siding. 
Its large size makes it practical for log home construction. Wildlife find 
many uses for white pine with seeds found within pine cones are a source 

of food for squirrels and songbirds. It is often the tallest and largest tree in 
the forest, sometimes stretching well above the rest of the forest canopy. 
These supercanopy trees are used by birds of prey for perching and some, 
like the bald eagle, often use white pine as a platform for their nests. Bears 
may scamper up these large trees to escape suspected danger, rest or possibly 
seek refuge from biting insects. And certainly, we as humans are naturally 
drawn to these large veterans of the forest. Although by comparison with 
the redwoods of California or the giant sequoias they are dwarfs, in our 
Ontario forests they can be giants. Many would be surprised to learn that 
those large pines near their cottage or along the highway are likely only 
between 90 and 120 years old instead of the 250 years old that many believe 
them to be. To be sure, white pine individuals are capable of living well 
past 250 years but except for a few pockets on secluded islands, it is highly 
unlikely to find a pine tree greater than 140 years old.

Certainly, wind-swept pine is a vision we can all relate to, either through 
our time on the water or viewing a Tom Thompson painting. The sunlight 
and soils around lakeshores often has resulted in a band of white pine 
found around our lakes before the forest transitions into more of a tolerant 
hardwood forest of maple and birch. 

Certainly fire has played a major role in the development of pine on 
our landscape. However, it is generally agreed that our forested landscape 
had much more pine forests before uncontrolled logging from the late 
1800s to the early 1900s when literally dozens of mills were operating in 
Parry Sound-Muskoka. Today forest managers such as Westwind Forest 
Stewardship Inc., take great strides in managing the pine forest and taking 
steps to ensure that pine will exist on the landscape for future generations. 
The uniform shelterwood system is normally used where the understory 
is regenerated with pine before the overstory is greatly reduced to provide 
more light to the new generation. Controlling competing vegetation in 
the absence of forest fires is a challenge and on many sites tree planting 
supplements natural seedlings.

So what about that yellow in the water? Well, white pine have imperfect 
“flowers” meaning that the pollen is formed on one part of the tree and the 
female “flowers” that develop into pine cones are found elsewhere, generally 
higher up to discourage self-breeding within a tree. Pollen released is moved 
by wind and small creatures on a journey to find female flowers, ideally on 
a different tree. White pine are somewhat unique in that it takes over two 
years from when pollen fills the air until seeds are released from their woody 
cones. Although some seed is produced most years, larger amount of seed 
are produced every three to five years. So, although yellow plumes in our 
lakes may seem unnatural, they are evidence that our provincial tree is still 
undergoing its life processes as it has been doing for centuries.

Barry Davidson is the Forest Manager for Westwind Forest 
Stewardship Inc., a not-for-profit community-based company 
responsible for forest management on Crown forests in the Muskoka-
Almaguin-Parry Sound areas.

From The Forest - Barry Davidson R.P.F.

What’s that yellow stuff in the water? mosquito & tick control service

Protect your property, family and guests this  
summer with a full season of mosquito and  
tick control. Our team of licensed and trained 
service professionals will treat your property  
with a mosquito control product that will keep  
the bugs off of your guest list.

We offer both natural and synthetic barrier  
prevention products. So you and your family 
can enjoy your cottage and stay outside.

...stay outside!
Summer is short

Give us a Buzz at 1.888.822.8604 today, 
or visit www.mosquito.buzz
email muskoka@mosquito.buzz
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Don’t forget your Advantage Card
By using your MLA Advantage Card or key fob, you will receive 
preferential pricing or special deals from more than 100 restaurants, 
retailers and service providers throughout Muskoka.  A partial listing of 
offers is available on the MLA website and a full listing will be emailed 
to you in June.

2017 Validation stickers will be included with your 2017 yearbook, or 
mailed to your permanent address if you are not eligible to receive or 
typically pick up your yearbook.

The MLA Advantage Card is about more than the benefits 
you receive as a member; it’s part of our effort to encourage 
members to ‘Stock up in Muskoka’ supporting local business and 
strengthening the District economy.

David Browne • Cockburn Island
dbrowne@mmr.ca • 416-520-7042

Philip Goad • Laurie Island
pgoad@mmr.ca • 416-738-4412

Cottages are special places. 
Let us help you protect them.

 Recommended by the MLA for Member Insurance Services

TM

Muskoka Lakes Association
Serving Muskoka since 1894

TM

Let's Talk Let's Enjoy 

1. Natural shoreline - great wildlife habitat. 
2. Small floating dock - low impact on 'Ribbon of life'. 
3. Septic System far from the shore - reduces water pollution. 
4. Narrow, graveled footpath - less chance of erosion. 
5. Trimmed trees and adjustable awnings - natural air conditioning with  
    view maintained 
6. Work less - relax more! 
7. Kitchen compost - improves your soil's quality. 
8. Low-maintenance native plants - provides shoreline buffer. 
9. Building - set back from shore and in character with setting. 

1. Bare shoreline - subject to erosion 
2. Solid dock - destroys wildlife habitat, alters currents, causes erosion 
    elsewhere. 
3. Fertilizer spills and run-off from lawn - damage water quality. 
4. Paved lane - pollution-laden runoff flows to water. 
5. No shad trees - overworked air conditioner adds to electric bill. 
6. Removal of natural vegetation - more work for you and more runoff. 
7. Collecting lawn clippings - deprives soil of nutrients. 
8. Poor fuel management - spills are deadly. 
9. Hardened shoreline - eliminates 'natural filter', degrades water 
    quality, and blocks wildlife access. 
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There are positive steps you can take, right 
now, to protect and enhance your shoreline. 
Make a commitment to yourself, and your 
lake community to:

• Use phosphate-free soaps and detergents;
• Use environmentally friendly 

cleaning products;
• Leave the shoreline at the waterfront 

in a natural state;
• Leave property in its natural state; 

limit lawns and manicured gardens;
• Create rain gardens or catchment swales 

to catch run-off before it enters the lake;
• Reduce or remove paved areas on property;
• Service septic system regularly and 

replace when needed;
• Reduce boat wake, especially near 

shore; and
• Help to maintain the integrity of our 

water quality for the next generation.

Tips for protecting 
Muskoka’s natural 
environment

mailto:dbrowne@mmr.ca
mailto:pgoad@mmr.ca
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Your boat is in danger, a passenger has fallen overboard, or you’re stranded on 
open water. How do you get help? Minutes matter. Make sure you know what 
do before you face a boating emergency. It could make the difference between 
life and death.

The most effective and reliable way to issue a 
distress alert is with a marine VHF radio. Keep your 
radio tuned to channel 16 and know your location 
at all times.

If you are in grave and imminent danger, use channel 
16 to contact the Coast Guard and repeat MAYDAY 
three times. Then give the name and position of your 
vessel, the nature of your emergency, and the type of 
assistance you need.

If you need help but you are not in immediate danger, use channel 16 and 
repeat PAN PAN three times. Then give the name and position of your vessel, 
the nature of your emergency, and the type of assistance you need.

Only use channel 16 for emergency and calling purposes. To continue a 
conversation with another vessel, change to another channel.

One benefit of VHF radio is that in addition to the Coast Guard, other 
vessels in the area will also hear your distress call and can come to your aid.

New VHF radios can also issue a digital alert with Digital Selective Calling 
(DSC) on channel 70.To make a digital call, your radio must have a nine-digit 
Marine Mobile Service Identity (MMSI), which is assigned free of charge by 

Industry Canada. DSC service is available on the east 
and west coasts and in the high arctic.

Many cell phone providers offer a *16 service, which 
connects you to the nearest Marine Communications 
and Traffic Services Centre. Cell phones are not a good 
substitute for VHF radios because other vessels in the 
area can’t hear your distress call and rescuers can’t identify 
your position or follow your signal back to your vessel. A 
global positioning system is one of the most useful tools 
in providing accurate information on your position. The 

use of a cell phone is not an approved method of issuing a distress signal.
Training on the use of a Maritime Radio is recommended and now available 

from Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons. Upon successful completion of the 
exam, you will receive your Recognized Operator Certificate (Maritime).

For more information on the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System, 
visit the Office of Boating Safety website at www.boatingsafety.gc.ca or phone 
toll-free at 1-800-267-6687.

John Gullick, Canadian Power & Sail Squadrons

 How To Call For Help

Do your kids still need high school volunteer hours?
The MLA is always looking for ‘hands on deck’ for it’s events during the summer.  We run several single day events that would be perfect 

for volunteer hours such as seminar help, aquatic and sailing regatta help and general office help.

For more information, please have your child contact us at (705) 765-5723 or via email at info@mla.on.ca 

Let’s all Wave the MLA Flag!

Whenever we head out onto the lake, we marvel at all the 
different flags people proudly fly on their flagpoles whether 
they be on docks, boathouses or decks. So many different 

designs, family crests  - and fun flags that have been waving in the warm 
summer winds of Muskoka for years. These flags likely all have different 
meanings, represent the love of a place and likely have a great story behind 
them. At our cottage, we fly the Canadian flag and at times the Texas flag 
to celebrate our family who visit from their home in Texas, notably called 
‘Muskoka South’.

If you look back one or two generations, Muskoka cottagers also 
flew the MLA flag and they did it with pride. My grandfather proudly 
displayed his MLA burgee on his boat along with the MLA sticker on the 
windshield. I was taught that this meant the lakes were protected by the 
MLA members – it showed me the community of the lakes that the MLA 
helped to build.

We are lucky to have many new people on our lakes who have fallen 
in love with Muskoka just as our previous generations did all those years 
ago, and its still our responsibility to continue to build our community. 

We are bringing that pride to the shorelines that we love and cherish 
by offering the MLA flag starting this Summer. We’d love to see every 
cottage fly one!

So order yours today and when someone asks about the MLA flag 
 - and what it means  - tell them that you are proud to be a Muskoka 
cottager as well as an MLA member. Also tell them about some of the 
great MLA programs such as the Water Quality Initiative who’s volunteers 
work tirelessly to monitor and protect our lake health for all of us to enjoy. 

Share with the generation of today what was built by the generations of 
yesterday and will continue on for many years to come.

Wave an MLA flag, because it means something to all of us! We look 
forward to sharing a story or two with you on our next evening cruise.

Jennifer & Michael Bidwell

We are bringing that pride to the shorelines  
that we love and cherish...

36” x 60” flags are available for purchase for $30 plus tax 
through the MLA office at info@mla.on.ca or by calling 
705-765-5723



The MLA Communications & Membership Committee is 
dedicated to educating both members and non-members on 
the contribution that the MLA makes to the depth of cottagers’ 

experiences in Muskoka, and communicates those contributions widely.  
We’re also responsible for the majority of the items you as a member see 
on a regular basis. 

• Through Social Media, we offer an “inside peek” into year ‘round life 
in Muskoka. We watch what is happening in Muskoka while you’re away, 
and get messages out in 144 characters or less!

• The MLA advocates for members’ interests throughout the District 
of Muskoka. The Communications & Membership Committee gets this 
information out to you through our monthly eBlast NewsBites. 

• We email members about topics of interest such as boating safety, 
water levels, events and special requests, all while keeping your personal 
information secure.

• Our quarterly newsletter ShoreLines educates you on all things 
Muskoka, in a comprehensive and entertaining way. You will hear from us, 
and other local experts on a wide variety of topics.

• The MLA Advantage Card can save you more than the cost of your 
membership, if you use it! And lots of members do.  Remember to Stock up 
in Muskoka and Save!

• Through our partnership with Metroland Media, we’re able to 
communicate with non-members about the benefits of the MLA and 
why being a supporter is so important. And as a member you receive a 
complimentary copy of Muskoka Life mailed to you all year round.

• We create new initiatives to expand the reach of the MLA.  Watch 
for us this summer at some of your local haunts.  If you see us, stop by and 
say hello!

• We organize and deliver the ever popular annual MLA yearbook 
each year to you! We’d love to hear what you think when you see this years 
in June!

• This past year we launched a revamp of our website which is sleeker 
and cleaner than ever before.  Watch for new features coming this summer 
and fall!

• We’re also working outside the traditional MLA areas.  We’ve started 
forming great partnerships on smaller lakes.  The larger our membership, 
the stronger our voice when we tackle issues.

Our committee is always striving to reach higher.  If you think you can 
help us, we’d love to hear from you.

Committee members include: Catharine Inniss (chair), Mike Bidwell, Susan 
Carson, Rob Clark, Michael Cleverdon, Sandy Currie, Jim Davis, Bob Ensor, 
Michael Hart, Walter McCormick, Lawton Osler, Rob Randall, Adam Hutton

Inside the MLA - Getting The Word Out
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MLA Seminars 2017

Water Levels & How To 
Protect Your Cottage
Sunday June 11th, 1 pm to 3 pm

Port Carling Community Centre - downstairs

Come join us and meet with speaker Chris 
Cragg, Muskoka Lakes Association’s Chair 
of the Water Quality and Environment 
Committee and member of the Water 
Level Task Force, to learn about water 
level management in Muskoka. We’ll also 
explore tips about how to protect your 
cottage from flooding.

RSVP: info@mla.on.ca or 705-765-5723. 
Free for MLA members, $10 fee for 
non-members

Saving Turtles At Risk 
Today Workshop
Sunday July 9th, 1 pm to 2:30 pm

Port Carling Community Centre - downstairs

Get a close encounter with live reptiles! 
Come meet the Saving Turtles At Risk 
Today (START) team and learn everything 
there is to know about turtles. This is a 
family friendly presentation, with a chance 
to handle animals. 

RSVP: info@mla.on.ca or 705-765-5723. Free 
for MLA members, $10 fee for non-member 
(free for kids)

Emergencies in Cottage 
Country – What you need 
to know
Saturday August 19th, 4 pm to 5:30 pm

Bala Community Centre

What to do in case of…? Join our panel 
of experts to learn and get ready for 
emergencies in cottage country. We will 
have the Fire Department, the Paramedic 
Services and the Emergency Planning all 
together; the three presentations will be 
followed by a Q & A session. 

RSVP: info@mla.on.ca or 705-765-5723. 
Free for MLA members, $10 fee for 
non-members.

Safe Quiet Lakes Summer Intern Required
• SQL is hiring a dynamic and self-motivated person to develop 
the relationship with local organizations and business in the 
Muskoka Lakes area. The intern will connect with each of the 
organizations to distribute the SQ education materials and signs 
and connect Safe Quiet Lakes to these organizations online and 
by social media.

• Use of a car is essential and boating experience is preferred. 
Familiarity with the lakes of Muskoka and a strong desire to make 
our lakes safe for all to enjoy is required.

If you know somebody who you think might be appropriate ask 
them to email their resume to lawton.osler@oslerhr.ca


